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SUBJECT: REPORTED ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT ON MENGISTU 

SUMMARY: AMHAIRC RADIO ANNOUNCED SEPTEMBER 24 THAT UNSUCCESSFUL 
ATTEMPT HAD BEEN MADE PREVIOUS EVENING ON LIFE OF PMAC FIRST 
VICE CHAIRMAN MENGISTU HAILE MARIAM, AS HE AND OTHERS WERE 
RETURNING HOME FROM WORK BY CAR. ALTHOUGH EMBASSY HAS NOT 
BEEN ABLE TO VERIFY REPORT, ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT MAY BE RE- 
LATED TO SHOOTING-BOMBING INCIDENT LAST NIGHT NEAR 
REVOLUTION SQUARE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EYEWITNESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT AUTOMATIC WEAPON FIRING 
BROKE OUT NEAR FOOTBALL STADIUM AT 2025 HOURS FROM TWO CIVILIAN 
AUTOMOBILES, ONE PARKED AND ONE MOVING WEST FROM REVOLUTION 
SQUARE. LATTER FIRED IN AIR FROM BOTH SIDES OF CAR FOR SEVERAL 
BLOCKS, BEFORE TURNING SOUTH PAST FOURTH DIVISION HEADQUARTERS. 
SHORTLY AFTER MOVING CAR DISAPPEARED FROM SIGHT, LOUD EXPLOSION 
WAS HEARD, FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER MORE POWERFUL EXPLOSIVE 
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FEW PERSONS OR CARS ON STREET, AND NO CASUALTIES WERE 
OBSERVED, EXCEPT FOR ONE TAXI DRIVER WHOSE CAB WAS HIT. 
NUMEROUS SHOP WINDOWS WERE BROKEN BY SHOOTING. 

2. FOLLOWING INCIDENT, EPMG SET UP ROAD BLOCKS AT ALL 
PRINCIPAL INTERSECTIONS SURROUNDING AREA OF INCIDENT. 

ALL TRAFFIC WAS STOPPED, PASSENGERS REQUIRED TO LEAVE 
VEHICLES, AND VEHICLES WERE THOROUGHLY SEARCHED. 

ROADBLOCKS WERE WITHDRAWN THIS MORNING, HOWEVER; THUS 
FAR ADDIS IS QUIET. WE HAVE HAD NO REPORTS OF NEW DISTUR- 
BANCES. TODAY WAS PROCLAIMED END OF RAMADAN HOLIDAY LAST 
EVENING, AND BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS ARE CLOSED. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT ON MENGISTU PROVIDED NO DETAILS, OTHER 
THAN THAT HE AND OTHER OCCUPANTS OF CAR WERE UNHARMED. 
AWAITING MIDDAY BROADCAST FOR NEWS OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS, 
IF ANY, WHICH WILL BE REPORTED SEPTEL. 

TIENKEN 
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